The following two reports deal with 316 infections due to Pasteurella multocida. In addition 149 human cases were found in the literature. In relation to cases with no animal contact, a reservoir of P. multocida infection in man with interhuman transmission is postulated.
Introduction SEVENTY-SEVEN reports of Pasteurella multocida infection due to animal bite were found in the medical literature to 1965. These included exposure to cats in 41 instances,1-19 dogs in 14 instances,2'5'10"9-24 and single cases resulting from lion.? panther.6 and rabbit bite,27 respectively (Table 1 ). There were 19 additional cases that were reported briefly without clinical histories that included 15 dog bites28'29 and four from cats. 19 It would appear that disease due to this organism is relatively uncommon with such a dearth of reports in the literature. However, we are dealing with infections with no mandatory requirements for reporting their occurrence, and only cases of unusual interest may have been published. This paper summarizes the epidemiologic data gathered on 180 cases resulting from animal bite which occurred in the United States from May, 1965 , through March, 1968 .
Materials and Methods
Data were gathered as previously described. 30 (Table 2) .
Distribution of the bite lesions ranged from the face to the foot (Table 3) .
The most common location was the upper extremity (62%itc). Thirty-four of 40 Although the numbers are small, it appears that mechanisms other than exposure may also affect the development of infection. These differences are even more noticeable among the cases resulting from cat bite in which 65 per cent were females and only 21 per cent were children. Without data on the epidemiology of cat bites, one can speculate only on the reasons for the large number of cases in persons over 65. The obvious conclusion would be a greater exposure potential. However, it would certainly be of interest if some factor did affect a differential susceptibility related to aging.
Lee and Buhr,29 as well as Smith,38 suggested that P. multocida infections from dog bites might be more common during the winter. On the other hand, at least 70 per cent of all dog bites are reported to occur during the spring and summer (April-September) .36,37 However, there is little evidence from our data to support any seasonal pattern other than that related to exposure.
The ratio of infected bites resulting from exposure to the various animal species is remarkable. A five-year study of hospital emergencies, 1.84 per cent of which were animal bites, reported that 90.1 per cent of the bites were from Since P. multocida does occur frequently as part of the flora of the mouth and throat of animals in close association with man, this type of zoonosis must be recognized as a common sequel to animal bite.
Summary
Seventy-seven cases of P. multocida infection due to animal bite were found in the literature, including 45 
